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married, but ignored and neglected his wife. Voltaire wrote:
" Neither women nor priests ever entered the palace; and
Frederick lived without religion, without a council, and with-
out a Court." In the end Voltaire and the King had a quarrel
over a lampoon, La Diatribe du Docteur Akakia, which Voltaire
had written against Maupertuis, President of the Royal
Academy of Berlin. Voltaire left Potsdam in 1753, with his
niece, who kept house for him, and made a leisurely journey
through Germany. They were both arrested in the Free City
of Frankfort, and their baggage searched for unpublished poems
of Frederick's at the King's orders. Later he was able to pro-
ceed to the watering-place of the Vosges, Plombi&res, and from
there to Lyons; at last, as the French Government did not
encourage him to settle down in France, he bought a charming
country-house and about sixty acres on the bank of the Rh6ne,
in the territory of Geneva, just outside the gate of the city. The
district was healthy. In Theodore Tronchin, Bolingbroke's
protege, Geneva possessed one of the finest physicians in
Europe. The house and land cost a great deal—twice what
they would have cost near Paris; but pleasure, wrote Voltaire,
is never too dear. The Rh6ne rushed by the foot of his garden.
In the distance the Alps terminated the horizon, covered with
eternal snow. He was, apparently, one of the first men to
appreciate mountain scenery. Just entering upon his sixtieth
year, escaped from kings and tyrant Governments, he found
a quiet refuge and lived happily, even, as he calls it, in that
*e iron age.'* He watched with sardonic amusement and regret
the kings and emperors of the civilized world levy upon each
other the war which weighed upon their suffering people for
seven years. Inclined as he was to frontier zones, he bought
a few years later another estate at Ferney, in the Pays de Gex,
in French territory, on the shore of Lake Geneva; and grad-
ually he came to spend most of his time there. He also bought
a house and land in canton Vaud. It was a propos of these
purchases that he wrote (as already quoted): " At last I so
managed my destiny that I was independent in Switzerland,
in the territories of Geneva, and in France. I have heard

